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Implementing	  a	  Comprehensive	  Literacy	  Framework	  is	  a	  professional	  development	  
opportunity	  developed	  by	  literacy	  specialists	  from	  the	  Arkansas	  Department	  of	  Education	  and	  
education	  service	  cooperatives	  to	  provide	  guidance	  and	  support	  in	  building	  and	  sustaining	  a	  
comprehensive	  literacy	  system	  at	  the	  local	  level.	  As	  a	  whole,	  the	  modules	  serve	  as	  a	  complete	  
course	  of	  study	  for	  reading	  and	  writing	  teachers	  in	  the	  following	  grade	  bands:	  	  K-‐1,	  2-‐3,	  4-‐5,	  
and	  6-‐8.	  Each	  of	  the	  modules	  focuses	  on	  key	  components	  of	  a	  comprehensive	  system.	  
Educators	  may	  register	  for	  individual	  modules	  to	  meet	  specific	  needs	  or	  complete	  the	  entire	  
set	  of	  modules	  to	  gain	  in-‐depth	  understanding	  of	  all	  the	  components.	  The	  modules	  do	  not	  
need	  to	  be	  taken	  in	  sequence;	  however,	  it	  is	  recommended	  that	  educators	  begin	  with	  the	  
Overview	  Module	  if	  they	  intend	  to	  complete	  the	  entire	  series.	  Follow-‐up	  support	  and	  
coaching	  for	  implementation	  is	  available.	  	  	  
	  
The	  overarching	  goals	  of	  Implementing	  a	  Comprehensive	  Literacy	  Framework	  are	  to	  enable	  
K-‐8	  educators	  to:	  	  	  
	  

• Deepen	  their	  understanding	  of	  the	  essential	  elements	  of	  reading,	  writing,	  speaking,	  
and	  listening	  instruction.	  	  

• Apply	  knowledge	  of	  the	  Common	  Core	  State	  Standards	  for	  English	  Language	  Arts	  and	  
Literacy	  in	  the	  disciplines	  to	  appropriate	  grade-‐level	  content	  in	  the	  appropriate	  grade-‐
level	  classroom	  context.	  	  	  

• Analyze	  data	  generated	  from	  student	  assessments	  to	  guide	  and	  adjust	  instruction	  to	  
meet	  the	  needs	  of	  all	  students.	  	  	  

• Select	  the	  most	  appropriate	  evidence-‐based	  instructional	  strategies	  and	  practices	  to	  
support	  diverse	  student	  populations.	  	  

	  
	  

K-‐1	  Implementing	  a	  Comprehensive	  Literacy	  Framework	  
	  
Module	  One	  (available	  Summer	  2015)	  	  	  
Overview	  of	  a	  Comprehensive	  Literacy	  Framework	  and	  Literacy	  Assessment	  System	  (2	  days)	  	  
Designed	  specifically	  for	  K-‐1	  educators,	  this	  module	  identifies	  the	  critical	  components	  of	  a	  
comprehensive	  literacy	  system,	  focuses	  on	  the	  unique	  instructional	  needs	  of	  the	  K-‐1	  learner	  
as	  related	  to	  literacy	  acquisition,	  explores	  setting	  the	  context	  for	  learning	  through	  
instructional	  approaches	  that	  meet	  the	  needs	  of	  the	  learner,	  and	  provides	  the	  purposes	  and	  
types	  of	  literacy	  assessments	  that	  when	  used	  appropriately	  will	  guide	  instructional	  decisions.	  	  
Required	  text:	  	  Shaping	  Literate	  Minds:	  	  Developing	  Self-‐Regulated	  Learners	  by	  Linda	  Dorn	  
and	  Carla	  Soffos	  	  
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Module	  Two	  (available	  Summer	  2015)	  
Phonics/Word	  Study:	  Phonemic	  Awareness,	  Phonics,	  and	  Spelling	  Instruction	  (2	  days)	  	  
Designed	  specifically	  for	  K-‐1	  educators,	  this	  module	  focuses	  on	  instructional	  approaches	  
aimed	  at	  exploring	  the	  sound,	  pattern,	  and	  meaning	  relationships	  among	  words	  in	  order	  to	  
develop	  children’s	  phonological	  awareness,	  decoding,	  spelling,	  and	  vocabulary.	  	  Participants	  
will	  learn	  ways	  to	  guide	  students	  towards	  making	  discoveries	  about	  how	  words	  work	  and	  
generalizing	  their	  understandings	  in	  order	  to	  read,	  spell,	  and	  write	  more	  efficiently.	  	  It	  is	  
recommended	  that	  educators	  begin	  with	  the	  Overview	  Module	  if	  they	  intend	  to	  complete	  the	  
entire	  series.	  	  Required	  Text:	  	  Word	  Journeys,	  2nd	  edition,	  by	  Kathy	  Ganske	  	  
	  
Module	  Three	  (available	  late	  Fall	  2015)	  
Vocabulary	  and	  Oral	  Language	  Development	  (1	  day)	  	  
	  
Module	  Four	  (available	  Summer	  2016)	  	  
Reading	  Instruction:	  	  Shared	  Reading,	  Read	  Aloud,	  and	  Vocabulary	  (2	  days)	  
	  
Module	  Five	  (available	  Summer	  2016)	  
Reading	  Instruction:	  	  Guided	  Reading	  and	  Familiar	  Reading	  (2	  days)	  	  
	  
Module	  Five	  (available	  Summer	  2017)	  
Writing	  Instruction	  	  
	  
	  

Grades	  2-‐3	  Implementing	  a	  Comprehensive	  Literacy	  Framework	  
	  
Module	  One	  (available	  Summer	  2015)	  	  	  
Overview	  of	  a	  Comprehensive	  Literacy	  Framework	  and	  Literacy	  Assessment	  System	  (2	  days)	  	  
Designed	  specifically	  for	  Grades	  2-‐3	  educators,	  this	  module	  identifies	  the	  critical	  components	  
of	  a	  comprehensive	  literacy	  system,	  focuses	  on	  the	  unique	  instructional	  needs	  of	  the	  learner	  
as	  related	  to	  literacy	  acquisition,	  explores	  setting	  the	  context	  for	  learning	  through	  
instructional	  approaches	  that	  meet	  the	  needs	  of	  the	  learner,	  and	  provides	  the	  purposes	  and	  
types	  of	  literacy	  assessments	  that	  when	  used	  appropriately	  will	  guide	  instructional	  decisions.	  
Required	  Text:	  	  Guiding	  Readers	  and	  Writers	  by	  Irene	  Fountas	  and	  Gay	  Su	  Pinnell	  	  
	  
Module	  Two	  (available	  Summer	  2015)	  
Word	  Study:	  	  Phonics,	  Spelling,	  and	  Vocabulary	  Instruction	  (2	  days)	  	  
Designed	  specifically	  for	  Grades	  2-‐3	  educators,	  this	  module	  focuses	  on	  a	  systematic,	  engaging	  
approach	  aimed	  at	  exploring	  the	  sound,	  pattern,	  and	  meaning	  relationships	  among	  words.	  
Participants	  will	  learn	  ways	  to	  guide	  students	  towards	  making	  discoveries	  about	  how	  words	  
work	  and	  generalizing	  their	  understandings	  in	  order	  to	  read,	  spell,	  and	  write	  more	  efficiently.	  	  
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It	  is	  recommended	  that	  educators	  begin	  with	  the	  Overview	  Module	  if	  they	  intend	  to	  complete	  
the	  entire	  series.	  	  Required	  Text:	  	  Word	  Journeys,	  2nd	  edition,	  by	  Kathy	  Ganske	  
	  
Module	  Three	  (available	  Summer	  2016)	  	  
Reading	  Instruction	  	  
	  
Module	  Four	  (available	  Summer	  2016)	  
Writing	  Instruction	  	  
	  
	  

Grades	  4-‐5	  Implementing	  a	  Comprehensive	  Literacy	  Framework	  
	  
Module	  One	  (available	  Summer	  2015)	  	  	  
Overview	  of	  a	  Comprehensive	  Literacy	  Framework	  and	  Literacy	  Assessment	  System	  (2	  days)	  	  
Designed	  specifically	  for	  Grades	  4-‐5	  educators,	  this	  module	  identifies	  the	  critical	  components	  
of	  a	  comprehensive	  literacy	  system,	  focuses	  on	  the	  unique	  instructional	  needs	  of	  the	  learner	  
as	  related	  to	  literacy	  acquisition,	  explores	  setting	  the	  context	  for	  learning	  through	  
instructional	  approaches	  that	  meet	  the	  needs	  of	  the	  learner,	  and	  provides	  the	  purposes	  and	  
types	  of	  literacy	  assessments	  that	  when	  used	  appropriately	  will	  guide	  instructional	  decisions.	  
Required	  Text:	  	  Guiding	  Readers	  and	  Writers	  by	  Irene	  Fountas	  and	  Gay	  Su	  Pinnell	  	  
	  
Module	  Two	  (available	  Summer	  2015)	  
Word	  Study:	  	  Phonics,	  Spelling,	  and	  Vocabulary	  Instruction	  (2	  days)	  	  
Designed	  specifically	  for	  Grades	  4-‐5	  educators,	  this	  module	  focuses	  on	  a	  systematic,	  engaging	  
approach	  aimed	  at	  exploring	  the	  sound,	  pattern,	  and	  meaning	  relationships	  among	  words.	  At	  
this	  stage,	  many	  of	  the	  words	  are	  related	  and	  derive	  from	  the	  same	  Greek	  or	  Latin	  root.	  
Participants	  will	  learn	  ways	  to	  guide	  students	  towards	  making	  discoveries	  about	  how	  words	  
work	  and	  generalizing	  their	  understandings	  in	  order	  to	  read,	  spell,	  and	  write	  more	  efficiently.	  	  
It	  is	  recommended	  that	  educators	  begin	  with	  the	  Overview	  Module	  if	  they	  intend	  to	  complete	  
the	  entire	  series.	  	  Required	  Text:	  	  Word	  Journeys,	  2nd	  edition,	  by	  Kathy	  Ganske	  
	  
Module	  Three	  (available	  Summer	  2016)	  	  
Reading	  Instruction	  	  
Designed	  specifically	  for	  Grades	  4-‐5	  educators,	  this	  module	  focuses	  on	  research	  based	  
reading	  instruction.	  	  This	  includes	  strategies	  needed	  for	  comprehending	  complex	  texts	  across	  
multiple	  genres,	  and	  of	  sufficient	  complexity	  in	  the	  specified	  grade	  band.	  	  At	  this	  grade	  level,	  
students	  must	  be	  fluent	  in	  their	  reading	  in	  order	  to	  engage	  in	  close,	  analytic	  reading.	  	  A	  robust	  
vocabulary	  is	  needed	  to	  support	  the	  comprehension	  and	  discussion	  needed	  for	  the	  rigorous	  
reading	  demanded	  at	  this	  grade	  band.	  	  It	  is	  recommended	  that	  educators	  begin	  with	  the	  
Overview	  Module	  if	  they	  intend	  to	  complete	  the	  entire	  series.	  	  	  
	  
Module	  Four	  (available	  Summer	  2016)	  
Writing	  Instruction	  	  
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Grades	  6-‐8	  Implementing	  a	  Comprehensive	  Literacy	  Framework	  

	  
Module	  One	  (available	  Summer	  2015)	  	  	  
Overview	  of	  a	  Comprehensive	  Literacy	  Framework	  and	  Literacy	  Assessment	  System	  (2	  days)	  	  
Designed	  specifically	  for	  Grades	  6-‐8	  educators,	  this	  module	  identifies	  the	  critical	  components	  
of	  a	  comprehensive	  literacy	  system,	  focuses	  on	  the	  unique	  instructional	  needs	  of	  the	  learner	  
as	  related	  to	  literacy	  acquisition,	  explores	  setting	  the	  context	  for	  learning	  through	  
instructional	  approaches	  that	  meet	  the	  needs	  of	  the	  learner,	  and	  provides	  the	  purposes	  and	  
types	  of	  literacy	  assessments	  that	  when	  used	  appropriately	  will	  guide	  instructional	  decisions.	  	  
	  
Module	  Two	  (available	  Summer	  2015)	  
Word	  Study:	  	  Orthography,	  Morphology,	  and	  Vocabulary	  Instruction	  (2	  days)	  	  
Designed	  specifically	  for	  Grades	  6-‐8	  educators,	  this	  module	  focuses	  on	  a	  systematic,	  engaging	  
approach	  aimed	  at	  developing	  learners’	  understandings	  of	  how	  words	  work	  and	  developing	  
vocabulary	  knowledge	  through	  speaking,	  reading,	  and	  writing.	  Participants	  will	  learn	  ways	  to	  
guide	  students	  toward	  making	  discoveries	  about	  word	  relationships	  and	  generalizing	  their	  
understandings	  in	  order	  to	  read,	  spell,	  and	  write	  more	  efficiently.	  	  It	  is	  recommended	  that	  
educators	  begin	  with	  Module	  One,	  if	  they	  intend	  to	  complete	  the	  entire	  series.	  	  Required	  
Text:	  Vocabulary	  Their	  Way,	  2nd	  Edition,	  by	  Templeton,	  et	  al.	  
	  
Module	  Three	  (available	  Summer	  2016)	  
Reading	  and	  Writing	  Argument	  Text	  	  
	  
Module	  Four	  (available	  Summer	  2016)	  	  
Reading	  and	  Writing	  Informational	  Text	  	  
	  
Module	  Five	  (available	  Summer	  2017)	  	  
Reading	  and	  Writing	  Narrative	  Text	  	  
	  
	  


